
Summary of Transforming Communities Together’s

Surge Covid-19 work across the Black Country, in

partnership with Near Neighbours and funded by

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local

Government

Promoting the latest information about public health, personal safety

and the vaccine, through key targeting of different faith and ethnic

communities, encompassing different languages and cultural nuances.

Support local groups to apply for a new small grants programme to

support grassroots organisations.

Facilitate community listening and feedback workshops.

Recruit participants from across the Black Country to              

 participate in new empowerment programmes to: 

boost digital inclusion

enhance youth and community                                            

 leadership 

strengthen financial resilience

Between the start of February and the end of April 2021, Transforming

Communities Together (TCT) expanded our Near Neighbours community

cohesion work to support those most at risk from Covid-19. 

‘Surge funding’ was given to TCT by the MHCLG, through our

longstanding relationship with our national partner – Near Neighbours.

Black Country Near Neighbours was the first initiative of TCT back in 2014,

working across Walsall, Wolverhampton, Sandwell and Dudley. 

Building on our existing local networks in some of the most diverse areas

of the West Midlands and the areas of highest inequality, we were able to

expand our existing support to include:

Supporting people and communities to

thrive and flourish 

www.tctogether.org.uk



OUR IMPACT:
A total of 158 people attended a series of three webinars

co-produced with Black Country Healthcare NHS

Foundation Trust, Black Country and West Birmingham

CCGs and NHS Trusts and longstanding TCT partner –

Jaikara CIC.

Supporting people and communities to 

thrive and flourish 

We recruited 20 Covid Champions to work in

communities to promote vaccine take up, encouraging

them to join their local authority schemes too. 

Over the course of this work, we have partnered

with 143 faith, community and civic or charitable

organisations. 

41 people recorded their #VaccineVoices stories to encourage others

to take up the Covid vaccine. These included a range of community

languages including videos in Gujarati, Somali, Punjabi, Hausa,

Urdu and Pashto. www.tctogether.org.uk/initiatives/vaccinevoices

Analysis of the sharing of these videos on social media helped to demonstrate

their impact (stats as of end of April 2021)

* Total Facebook reach = 9,336

* Total Facebook engagement = 1,052

* Total YouTube views = 414

www.tctogether.org.uk

Diverting 2 Digital (upskilling with digital skills): 18 people

from 18 different organisations

Ripple Effect (young people’s empowerment): 14 young

people from 3 organisations

Community Listening (experiences of community leaders

during lockdown): 22 people from 20 organisations

 

 

 

* Total Twitter impressions = 49,830

* Total Twitter media views = 5,827

* Total Twitter engagement = 1,040

https://tctogether.org.uk/initiatives/vaccinevoices

